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FOREWORD

TRILOCHAN MOHAPATRA,

Northern India witnesses horrific air pollution during the paddy harvesting season due to residue 

burning affecting millions of people. Managing the paddy straw effectively and shunning the practice 

of residue burning requires active participation of the society as a whole. School and college going 

students can play a major role in environment building against any ill of the society. Children are the 

future on the nation; and, by directing their energies in right course, country can reach heights of social 

and economic development. 

The active participation of ignited minds can prove very successful in mobilizing the society against 

issues like environmental degradation which demand community actions. Moreover, when it comes to 

issues like residue burning, students can influence decision making of their parents. Therefore, 

sensitizing and mobilizing school and college going students against residue burning was emphasized 

while implementing the Central Sector Scheme titled “Promotion of Agricultural Mechanization for In-

situ Management of Crop Residue in the State of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and NCT of Delhi”.

Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) of Punjab have organized various activities to create awareness about 

the issue among children and to stimulate actions on their part. Activities like debate and essay and 

slogan writing competitions, prabhat pheries, village rallies etc. were organized with active 

participation of students to sensitize the villages. The learning gained from these experiences will be a 

stepping stone for success in the future. ICAR-ATARI, Ludhiana have compiled the details of the 

activities carried out for and with school and college children in document titled “Stimulating Young 

Minds: Shunning Residue Burning”. I appreciate and congratulate the Team KVK and ATARI for the 

activities and the comprehensive document. It will serve as a ready tool to guide future activities and 

encourage the active participants at grass root level. 

T. Mohapatra





PREFACE

School and college going students have a strong zeal for nation building activities, be it social 

or environmental initiative and actions. Therefore, during campaign against residue burning, 

ICAR-ATARI, Ludhiana and its KVKs have been specifically focused on involving rural 
th

children and youth. The institute has also felicitated Ms. Sonali, a student of 10  class of 

Dhakal village of Jind who lodged FIR against her own father for residue burning. Under the 

Central Sector Scheme on “Promotion of Agricultural Mechanization for In-situ Management 

of Residue in the States of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and NCT of Delhi”, KVKs of 

Punjab have more systematically focused on students to stimulate their minds and initiate 

involvement in popularizing effective residue management. 

ICAR-ATARI, Ludhiana has come out with the publication to document the activities and 

initiatives of the KVKs of Punjab to encourage participation of the school and college going 

students on the issue of residue burning and popularizing in-situ residue management 

technologies. We would like to thank DAC&FW, New Delhi for the funds provided under the 

scheme. 

We appreciate KVKs for their untiring efforts at the grass root level for mobilizing school 

children and college students in this campaign. We also appreciate the support of the scientists 

and staff of ICAR-ATARI, Ludhiana while implementing the project and bringing out this 

publication. Similarly, we also recognize the contributions of students, farmers, societies, 

custom hiring centres, media personnel and everyone who have assisted in the successful 

implementation of the scheme.

Authors
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Introduction

Crop residue burning has emerged as one of 

the biggest challenges agriculture in Punjab 

is facing today. It has affected the health of 

human beings from all walks of life. 

Additionally, the ill effects of on-farm 

residue burning on soil's physical, biological 

and chemical properties are innumerable. On 

one side farmers in the state find it difficult to 

manage the paddy residue in available short 

duration and on the other side paddy straw 

offers many alternate uses, if managed 

properly. Be it in crop farming, animal 

husbandry, mushroom production or any 

other farm related enterprise, paddy straw has 

multiple utility. But, farmers find it the most 

convenient to set the straw on fire and this is 

how the straw vanishes from the field. What 

farmers need to know is to benefit and earn 

from the farm residue instead of making it 

easily disappear from the field.

Therefore, people in general and farmers in 

particular must understand the utility and 

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  s o  c a l l e d  “ p a d d y  

residue/byproduct”. Krishi Vigyan Kendras 

of Punjab and many other government and 

non-government bodies have been working 

on spreading awareness about the 

seriousness of the issue of crop residue 

burning and alternative option available for 

effective residue management. The KVK's 

campaign against residue burning needed a 

major push by involving all the stakeholders 

in the target areas. Therefore, a thoroughly 

planned strategy was formulated to involve 

school and college going students. Students 

are usually aware about the natural resource 

conservation activities and are sensitive 

towards social evils such as air pollution. 

Moreover, they can influence their parents, 

relatives and other people in the community 

for the united cause of regional, national and 

environmental duties. Therefore, KVKs 

stimulated the minds of these heroes of the 

society against crop residue burning and tried 

to sensitize other stakeholders by 

collaborating with the stirred young minds. 

During the campaign in total more than 

22,000 students were mobilized in number of 

villages by the KVKs.

Krishi Vigyan Kendras, across the state of 

Punjab, organized awareness rallies to 

stimulate people from all the sections of 

society about the harmful effects of residue 

burning. They discussed the issue with 

students and with their support and 

participation organized awareness rallies and 

chetna pheries in respective villages. These 

rallies were very effective in drawing 

attention of the villagers towards the 

seriousness of the issue of residue burning. 

Particularly, just before the harvest season of 

paddy, these awareness rallies and chetna 

Awarenwess Rally / ChetnaPheri

Stimulating Young Minds-Shunning Stubble Burning
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pheries helped in making farmers sensitive 

towards the issue. 

KVK, Barnala organized such a rally in 

which the students of Wahegurupura 

participated with full enthusiasm, shouting 

slogans and spreading the message against 

crop residue burning. Further; KVK, Ropar 

coordinated the rally with students from 

Khalsa Public Senior Secondary School to 

convey the ill effects of residue burning to the 

farmers and other stakeholders. 

KVK, Faridkot organized awareness rallies 

along with students to encourage farmers for 

using happy seeder for sowing wheat to 

manage paddy straw. 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Amritsar organized 

chetna pheri with the students of Shri 

Harkrishan Public School, Sensar in which 

150 students participated enthusiastically. 

Similarly, more than 200 students from 

Senior Secondary School, Nag Kalan 

collaborated with the KVK staff to aware 

people on the issue of residue burning. A 

similar massive rally against crop residue 

burning was organized by Krishi Vigyan 

Kendra, Moga by involving students as well 

as religious saint Shri Gurmeet Singhji. 

Many of these rallies involved distribution of 

extension literature to the farmers for more 

information on the topic. . 

Students are the future of the nation and these 

drivers of growth and development of the 

country need proper guidance and 

encouragement at the right time. Timely 

motivation to capitalize small opportunities 

Motivational Lectures  



3

Stimulating Young Minds-Shunning Stubble Burning

towards achieving larger goals is must. Since 

farmers need to be aware about effective 

residue management and to be able to come 

of their comfort zone, putting end to the 

practice of residue burning may seem like a 

far target. But, the school and college going 

students can bring to the table the possibility 

of overcoming the convenience and 

following the best possible pathway. These 

students just need enough information and 

motivation to go ahead with while dealing 

with other people. Therefore, Krishi Vigyan 

Kendras delivered lectures in the schools and 

colleges to make the students aware about the 

issue of residue burning, its significance and 

severity and possible alternatives of effective 

crop residue management. They were also 

motivated to read more about the issue from 

newspapers and magazines and try to know 

the issue from all possible sources.  

During one such program Programme 

Coordinator of KVK, Jalandhar talked with 

around 200 student of Government Senior 

Secondary School, Nurmahal and gave brief 

overview of the effect of crop residue burning 

on the environment.  Similarly, the scientists 

of Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Muktsar interacted 

with nearly 130 students of Government 

Middle School, Lohara and Government 

High School, Butter Shrihn and shared 

various technological options for in-situ crop 

residue management. 

Likewise, KVK, Fazilka organized one such 

programme where the experts highlighted the 

harmful effects of burning crop residue. They 

also informed the students that the KVK 

would organize demonstrations for the 

effective management of paddy residues and 

students should motivate their parents and 

neighbors to attend. KVK, Faridkot 

organized a programme to provide details of 

happy seeder as one unique technique which 

can be used for sowing wheat without 

burning of rice residue. The technology was 

highlighted as beings eco-friendly with 

respect its effect on health of soil as well as 

saving of irrigation water.
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In similar program organized by KVK, Ropar 

in Shri Phool Singh Shiksha Inter College, 

lectures were delivered to inculcate the 

values of environment conservation. The 

students were motivated to talk to their 

parents to visit the KVK and get benefitted in 

terms of recent information about improved 

agricultural technologies. The KVK 

scientists also gave a call to the students for 

the effective utilization of natural resources 

and efficient management of the crop residue 

for sustainable agriculture and safeguarding 

the environment. .

We don't want school and college students to 

act as mere spectators and passive audience, 

who listen to the lectures because they have 

to and do nothing about it. Their minds must 

be stirred, agitated and provoked to do 

something about the social evils they witness 

in the society. Crop residue burning is one 

such evil which needs to be curbed by 

involving all the stakeholders. Therefore, 

Essay and Slogan Writing Competition

experts of Krishi Vigyan Kendras of Punjab 

talked about various effects of residue 

burning and asked students to some take 

action to shun this practice. After delivering 

lectures and motivating students to take 

action, what is important is to invite ideas and 

give them an opportunity to express 

themselves. Therefore, KVKs organized 

different essay and slogan writing 

competitions on the topic of residue burning 

and management. 

Such slogan writing, poster making and quiz 

competitions were organized in Government 

Schools in Jalandhar in which more than 150 

s tudents  par t i c ipa ted .  Before  the  

competitions, Dr. Kuldeep Singh explained 

in detail about the harmful effects of crop 

residue burning on human health, soil and 

environment and described the alternatives 

for crop residue management. Then he urged 

students to present the idea of residue 

burning free agriculture through their words 

and illustrations.

In a similar bid to create awareness about the 

ill effects of crop burning and management, 

Program Coordinator of KVK, Amritsar 

delivered lecture on harmful effects of crop 

residue burning and invited students to 

express their views and ideas on the issue. 

The scientists of Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 

Mansa encouraged students' opinions on the 

issue and rewarded the winners of the 

competitions. The students express their 
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views about residue burning, effective 

utilization of natural resources and efficient 

management of crop residues for sustainable 

agriculture.

Similarly, nearly 300 college students took 

part in such competitions on the management 

of crop residues organized by KVK, 

Pathankot. The KVK experts briefed the 

students in the beginning about the 

importance of incorporation of crop residue 

in the soil to improve health and fertility. 

Students were also administered an oath to 

not burn the crop residues and encourage 

others to do the same. 

Likewise KVK, Hoshiarpur conducted a 

programme for mobilizing students to curb 

the practice of paddy residue burning in 

S.G.G.S Khalsa College, Mahilpur. Dr. 

Maninder Singh Bons, Deputy Director 

highlighted the harmful effects of burning of 

crop residue and laid stress on the proper 

management of paddy residue through use of 

farm machinery. He described the situation 

and asked the students to reflect their 

opinions and ideas on the canvas and papers 

to overcome the situation. Er. Ajaib Singh 

discussed with the students in detail about 

recommended paddy residue management 

technologies and informed about various 

nutrients available in the paddy crop residue 

and their importance for soil health. Various 

technical lectures were also delivered by the 

experts of KVK and conducted debate, essay 

writing and painting competitions for 

students to create awareness for shunning 

paddy residue burning.
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Bathinda

(Contributors: J.S. Brar, G.S. Dhillon & 

Parkash Singh Sidhu)

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Bathinda, generated 

awareness regarding Crop Residue 

Management through mobilization of school 

students via activities like slogan writings, 

paintings and debate competitions in four 

schools of Bathinda, Nathana and Rampura 

blocks of the district under the supervision of 

Dr. J S Brar, Associate Director (Trg.), KVK, 

Bathinda and concerning school Principals/ 

Head Masters in four villages i.e. Bhucho, 

Goneana, Poohla, Lehra baiga. The activities 

were conducted in four schools. Total 849 

school students participated in these events. 

The children were also facilitated with 

educational material like charts, colours etc. 

for smooth conduct of the activities.

KVK, Bathinda also organized a rally for 

mobilization of the students of Govt. Sen. 

Sec. School School, Poohla to curb the 

practice of paddy residue burning. The 

programme was commenced by Dr. J S Brar, 

Associate Director (Trg.) who also explained 

the various technological interventions 

pertaining to in-si tu  crop residue 

management. Dr. Gurmeet Singh Dhillon, 

Assistant Professor gave a brief overview of 

activities of the KVK. He highlighted the 

harmful effects of burning of crop residue 

and laid stress on the proper management of 

paddy residue through the use of farm 

machinery. He also informed that 

management of paddy residue is of utmost 

importance at this moment and stressed upon 

the proactive role to be played by school 

students in spreading this message. At the 

end, Mrs. Jaswinder Kaur Brar, Associate 

Prof. (Home Science) thanked the school 

students and staff for co-operating and also in 

providing wholehearted support in making 

this event successful.

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Bathinda also 

conducted an awareness programme for 

mobilization of college students at Guru 

Kashi University, Talwandi Sabo on 

08.10.2018 to curb the practice of paddy 
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residue burning. Around 200 students were 

present on the occasion.

Dr. J S Brar, Associate Director, KVK, 

Bathinda gave a brief overview of the 

activities of KVK. He highlighted the 

harmful effects of burning of crop residue 

burning and laid stress on the proper 

management of paddy residue through the 

use of farm machinery. He also informed that 

management of paddy residue is of utmost 

importance at this moment and stressed upon 

the proactive role to be played by college 

students in spreading this message. Dr. Ajmer 

Singh Sidhu, Dean College of Agriculture, 

Talwandi Sabo exhorted the students to curb 

the practice of paddy residue burning and 

lauded the efforts of KVK for creating 

awareness regarding the same.

Dr. Gurmeet Singh Dhillon, Assistant 

Professor (Extension Education), KVK 

informed the students in detail about the 

recommended paddy residue management 

technologies. He also informed about the 

various nutrients available in the paddy 

residue and their importance for the soil 

health. Mrs. Jaswinder Kaur Brar Associate 

Prof. (Home Science) informed that 

prabhatpheries, competitions, slogan writing 

at common places of villages, nukkad nataks, 

demonstrations, trainings etc. are effective 

source to create awareness regarding crop 

residue management among the rural people 

of the district. Dr. Amardeep Kaur, Assistant 

Professor (Horticulture), emphasized on the 

use of crop residues in kitchen gardening and 

mushroom cultivation.

KVK, Bathinda also conducted nukkad 

nataks, prabhat pheries, debates, essay 

writing and painting competitions for the 

college students for sensitization regarding 

the harmful effects of paddy residue to the 

environment, soil health, human health and 

society. A rally was also organized by the 

college students to create awareness for 

shunning the practice of paddy residue 

burning. A total of 200 students participated 

in various different activities such as essay 

writing, painting, debate competition etc.
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Faridkot

(Contributors: Jagdish Grover, Rakesh Kumar, 

Gurdarshan Singh & Sh Dharamjit Singh)

KVK, Faridkot organized awareness camp 

against Straw burning on “Not to Burn Crop 

Residue”, for school children. This event was 

organized at village Sher Singh Wala in 

collaboration with Govt. Senior Secondary 

School, Sher Singh Wala. More than 180 

farmers and school children from villages 

Sher Singh Wala and Dhabh Sher Singh Wala 

took part in this rally. The objective of the 

programme was to sensitize the rural folk 

against deleterious effect of straw burning. 

The school children were involved so that 

they can convince their parents about 

demerits of crop residue burning. On this 

occasion, Dr. Jagdish Grover, Associate 

director (T), KVK, Faridkot apprised them 

about various measures regarding crop 

residue incorporation. He discussed in detail 

about the various government schemes 

regarding crop residue management. He also 

took pledge from the participants regarding 

not to burn crop residue and that they will 

adopt new technologies which will ensure 

doubling of their farming income. A Poster 

making and oration competition on thematic 

area “Not to Burn Crop Residue” was also 

organized at the school. Dr. Jagdish Grover 

handed over the prizes to the winners, runner 

up and third position holders in both the 

categories. Efforts made by Dr. Jatinder 

Kumar, Lecturer (Agriculture) at GSS 

School Sher Singh Wala were lauded for 

successful organization of the event. In the 

end Dr. Jaswinder Kaur, Prof (H.Sc) thanked 

school staff & children, Gram panchayat and 

club members of the village, for their 

cooperation in successful organization of the 

programme.  A total of 150 students and 30 

farmers participated in this campaign.    

Furthermore, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 

Faridkot under the guidance of Dr. Jagdish 

Grover, Assoc. Director (Training) also 

organized “Mobilization of College Students 

regarding straw management” through 
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debate and poster making on “Machineries 

for in-situ crop residue management”, 

at Punjab Degree College, Mehmuana on 

12-10-18 under the project “Promotion of 

Agricultural Technologies for in-situ crop 

residue management”. About 300 students, 

sarpanch of the village and other progressive 

farmers participated in the programme. 

During the occasion, a poster making and 

debate competition was organized among the 

students. Students expressed their views 

regarding possible solutions, problems and 

bad effect of burning through poster and 

debate. Dr. Sukhwinder Singh, Assistant 

Professor (Soil Sci.) shared among the 

participants that incorporating the straw into 

soil not only helps in reducing the pollution 

but improves the soil health, if practiced for 

longer period. He also briefed about the 

nutrient and monetary losses due to burning 

of straw. S. Jaswant Singh Kul, a progressive 

farmer shared his experience about managing 

the straw and he also discussed about the 

problem he faced and how he tackled it, and 

as a result of now, he got recognition as one of 

the farmers who knows how to manage straw. 

Dr. Jagdish Grover discussed about the 

various technologies which are available for 

in-situ crop residue management. He also 

shared about all the possible combinations 

available for straw management among the 

participants, like harvesting of paddy with 

combine with SMS and then sowing of wheat 

with Happy Seeder, use of reversible MB 

plough, mulcher etc. He not only cleared 

misconception among the participants 

regarding working of different in-situ 

machineries, but also told how to tackle some 

problem that occurs while machinery is in 

operation in the fields. S. Gurshivinder 

Singh, sarpanch of the village also shared his 

views, like a student who does normal study, 

gets less marks and who give extra effort 

secure higher marks, which pays him 

throughout his life, likewise definitely there 

would be more expenses and labor 

requirement in managing the straw at present 

and would also require more effort., but 
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efforts and other inputs given in present time 

to tackle the problem will definitely pay in 

long run. He also assured that he will try his 

level best to reduce the burning in his area. 

Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Assoc. Prof. (AE) 

presented formal vote of thanks, the program 

ended with prize distribution among the 

students who were declared best three in both 

the events i.e. in poster making and debate 

competition. College authority also assured 

to give full support in future for organization 

of such program. A total of 300 students 

participated in the campaign.

)

Reet Verma, Arvindpreet 

Kaur, Manisha Bhatia, Ajay Singh Godara

& Vipan Kumar Rampal

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Fatehgarh Sahib 

organized awareness programme for 

mobilization of school students on paddy 

residue management in five Government 

Senior Secondary Schools of the district for 

efficient management of crop residue for 

sustainable agriculture under Crop Residue 

Fatehgarh Sahib

(Contributors: 

Management Project. Various activities such 

as painting competition, slogan and essay 

writing competitions and village pheris were 

organized for the school students in which 

about 500 students and teachers participated. 

The students were motivated to generate 

awareness in the villages about the ill effects 

of stubble burning. KVK scientists apprised 

the students about the impact of residue 

burning on human health as well as health of 

the soil. Students were also given 

information about the availability of different 

machineries for paddy residue management. 

Students actively took part in painting, 

slogan and essay writing competitions 

organized under Crop Residue Management 

Project. The winners of various competitions 

were given prizes. Village pheries were also 

organized in which students, teachers and 

KVK faculty conducted rallies in the villages 

to generate awareness among the farmers on 

the ill effects of crop residue burning. 

KVK, Fatehgarh Sahib  also organized 

awareness programme for mobilization of 
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college students on paddy residue 

management in Dolphin College and Mata 

Gujri College, Fatehgarh Sahib in which 180 

students participated. College students were 

appra i sed  abou t  va r ious  t r a in ing  

programmes, awareness programmes and 

other extension activities being organized by 

KVK, Fatehgarh Sahib for efficient 

management of crop residue for sustainable 

agriculture under Crop Residue Management 

Project sponsored by ICAR under the aegis 

of Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana. 

Detailed information on the use of machinery 

such as Happy Seeder, Mulcher, Zero Seed 

Drill, MB Plough was given in detail. The 

students were motivated to generate 

awareness in the villages about the ill effects 

of stubble burning. Various videos regarding 

use of machinery were also screened for the 

students to provide them with the first hand 

information on the availability of different 

machinery for paddy residue management. 

Debate competition was also conducted in 

which college students actively took part. 

Prizes were distributed to the winners of the 

competition in presence of college teachers, 

Principal and other staff members. KVK 

scientists also apprised the students about the 

use of paddy straw for milch animals and in 

cultivation of mushrooms. Information on 

various techniques of rodent control was 

given to the students. Literature on residue 

management in the form of leaflets, 

pamphlets, manuals and booklets was 

distributed among the students. They were 

also motivated and appealed to spread the 

message of crop residue management to large 

number of farmers.

Three  awareness  programmes  for  

mobilization of school students regarding 

CRM were conducted by KVK, Gurdaspur in 

which about 850 students participated. The 

programme was conducted in Govt. Senior 

Gurdaspur

(Contributors: Ravinder Singh Chhina, 

Sarbjit Singh Aulakh, Satwinderjit Kaur

& Mandeep Kaur Saini)
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Secondary School, Tibber, Tagore Memorial 

Senior Secondary School, Sekha and Mata 

Gujri Public School, Amipur. A declamation, 

slogan writ ing, painting and quiz 

competition, were conducted among the 

students and the prizes were given to the 

winners by the KVK. The students and staff 

were shown a presentation and movies 

regarding CRM. A literature of CRM was 

also distributed among the participants.  The 

students were motivated to spread the 

message about the ill effects of paddy residue 

burning and were also made aware about the 

possible solutions as well as the schemes run 

by the govt. for its management. 

One awareness programmes for mobilization 

of college students regarding CRM was 

conducted by KVK Gurdaspur in which 

about 250 students participated. The 

programme was conducted in Sukhjindra 

Group of Institutes. Declamation, slogan 

writing, painting and quiz competitions were 

conducted among the students of B.Sc. 

(Agriculture) and the prizes were given to the 

winners by the KVK. 

KVK, Hoshiarpur conducted four awareness 

programme for mobilization of school 

students of Shri Guru Har Rai Sahib 

Collegiate Public School, Chabbewal; Govt. 

High School, Sakruli; Sahibzaada Ajit Singh 

Public School, Ladhewal and Govt. High 

School, Todarpur to curb the practice of 

paddy residue burning and a total of 486 

school students participated. During these 

programmes, experts fron KVK Hoshiarpur 

Hoshiarpur

(Contributors: Maninder Singh Bons & 

Ajaib Singh)
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highlighted the harmful effects of burning of 

crop residue and its management through 

different farm machineries. 

KVK Hoshiarpur conducted debate, essay 

writing and painting competitions for the 

school students for sensitization regarding 

the harmful effects of paddy residue to the 

environment, soil health, human health and 

society. Awareness rallies were also 

organized by the school students to create 

awareness for shunning the practice of paddy 

residue burning. The winners of the various 

competitions were also awarded for boosting 

their competitive spirit.

KVK Hoshiarpur conducted an awareness 

programme for mobilization of college 

students of SGGS Khalsa College, Mahilpur 

on 21-8-18 to curb the practice of paddy 

residue burning and a total of 169 college 

s tudents  part icipated.  During this  

programme, experts from KVK Hoshiarpur 

highlighted the harmful effects of burning of 

crop residue burning and its management 

through different farm machineries. KVK 

Hoshiarpur conducted debate, essay writing 

and painting competition for the college 

students for sensitization regarding the 

harmful effects of paddy residue to the 

environment, soil health, human health and 

society. A rally was also organized by the 

college students to create awareness for 

shunning the practice of paddy residue 

burning. The winners of the various 

competitions were awarded by the KVK.

Kuldeep Singh, Arpandeep 

Kaur, Balvir Kaur, Rupinder Chandel,

Ritu Raj, Rohit Gupta & Kanchan Sandhu

Mobilization of school students was done 

through essay competition, painting, debate, 

parbhat pheris, nukkar natak, etc. The essay 

competition, poster making and declamation 

contest were conducted in schools of four 

adopted villages. Various essay writing 

competitions on crop residue management, 

clean environment and eco-friendly 

activities were carried out in different 

Jalandhar

(Contributors: 

)
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schools. A total of 1561 students were 

mobilized through various activities and 

were later awarded for the same.

Essay writing competitions on crop residue 

management, clean environment eco-

friendly activities were carried out in PTM 

Arya College, Nurmahal. A total of 310 

students participated in these activities with 

full enthusiasm. 

KVK, Kapurthala organized drawing and 

essay writing competitions in four schools of 

Kapurthala

(Contributors: Bindu Marwaha & Jugraj Singh)

the district. The motive was to aware young 

generation about paddy straw management 

techniques to avoid burning at their 

respective villages. The schools were located 

in two blocks i.e. Kapurthala and Sultanpur 

Lodhi where wheat- rice and rice –vegetables 

rotations are practiced by farmers.  The 

schools selected were Kendriya Vidyalya 1 & 

2, Government Sr. Sec. School at village 

Kheeranwali and village Boolpur where 

maximum students hail from nearby villages. 

Lecture on in-situ residue management 

techniques were delivered by KVK 

scientists. Students were categorized for 

essay and drawing competition in every 

school. The theme for essay writing was how 

to control pollution, draw-backs of paddy 

straw burning and suggestions to avoid 

burning in villages to save our environment. 

The topic for drawing competition was 

conservation of natural resources and 

pollution control. More than 100 students 

took part in each competition. The principals 
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and teachers of these schools showed special 

interest in these competitions and expert 

teachers were engaged to arrange these 

competitions.

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Samrala under the 

aegis of PAU Ludhiana organized various 

extension activities for creating awareness 

among the school students to train & 

motivate them to appeal mass for curbing 

crop residue burning practice. In this context, 

Ludhiana

(Contributors: S.C. Sharma, Devinder 

Tiwari, Karun Sharma, Shivani Rana, Avneet 

Kaur, Harshneet Singh & Amarjeet Kaur)

Krishi Vigyan Kendra under the guidance of 

Dr. S.C. Sharma (Associate Director) 

organized mobilization programmes for 

students of different schools of the district.

During the programmes, students were made 

aware for effective utilization of natural 

resources and efficient management of crop 

residue for sustainable agriculture and 

safeguarding the environment. They were 

informed about harmful effects of burning of 

crop residue. The students were also apprised 

about various activities being started by 

KVK for the effective management of paddy 

residues at farmers' field. KVK shared 

various technological options for in-situ crop 

residue management in detail and also 

informed the participants about the benefits 

of adopting crop residue management 

techniques. The participants were briefed 

about the importance of incorporation of crop 

residue in the soil to improve soil health and 

fertility. 

During these programmes, prabhat pheries, 

competitions, slogan writing at common 

places in villages, nukkad nataks ,  
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demonstrations, trainings etc. have been 

conducted for creating awareness regarding 

crop residue management in various schools 

of adopted villages. The winners of slogan 

and essay writing competition were awarded 

with the prizes. A total of 1158 students 

studying in different government schools in 

villages such as Ghulal, Powat, Gosalan, 

Nagra were being mobilized. 

Moreover, KVK Ludhiana under the 

guidance of Dr. S.C. Sharma (Associate 

Director) conducted awareness programmes 

for mobilization of college students to curb 

the practice of paddy residue burning. The 

students were apprised about the harmful 

effects of burning of crop residue burning and 

were informed that management of paddy 

residue is of utmost importance at this 

moment and stressed upon the proactive role 

to be played by college students in spreading 

this message. Various technical sessions and 

lectures were also delivered for the benefit of 

the students by the experts of KVK regarding 

importance of soil testing and integrated 

nutrition gardening. The students were 

encouraged to learn latest technologies 

regarding crop residue management, 

judicious & efficient use of fertilizers and 

insecticides. 

Debate, essay writing and painting 

competitions were conducted among college 

students for sensitization regarding the 

harmful effects of crop residue burning to the 

environment, soil health, human health and 

society. Nukkad nataks were organized for 

creating awareness among students. Rally 

was also organized by the college students to 

create awareness for shunning the residue 

burning practices. The winners of the various 

competitions were awarded for boosting their 

competitive spirit. The students were also 

motivated to learn latest technologies, 

training from KVK and adopt subsidiary 

occupations.
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Moga

(Contributors: Ankit Sharma & Amandeep 

Singh Brar)

Four school programmes on “Non burning of 

crop residue” were conducted by the Krishi 

Vigyan Kendra, Budh Singh Wala, Moga 

during the months of October and November 

2018. More than 1400 school students from 

Govt. Schools of Charik, Mehna, Khosa 

Pando, Ransih Kalan participated in these 

events. Students were sensitized about the ill 

effects of crop residue burning on soil, 

human and animal health and benefits of non-

burning of crop residue. Technical lectures 

were also given to the students related to 

paddy straw management technologies such 

as happy seeder, mulcher, baler and other 

resource conservation technologies by the 

KVK Scientists. Various competition such as 

essay writing, slogan writing, painting, 

debate on non-burning of crop residue were 

conducted among the students and prize were 

distributed to the winning students. An 

awareness rally of school students on non-

burning of crop residue were also conducted 

in the villages.

An awareness programme was also being 

organized at BIS College, Ghagra, Moga 

during the month of November, 2018 where 

around 400 students participated. During the 

event, awareness was created among the 

students regarding ill effects of crop residue 
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burning and benefits of non-burning of crop 

residue. A theatre programme on saving 

environment resources and non-burning of 

crop residue were also performed by the 

college students. Literature related to the 

paddy straw management technologies were 

also provided to the school students.

KVK, SAS Nagar organized two awareness 

programmes for school children at Khalsa 

Senior Secondary School, Kurali and 

Government Senior Secondary School, 

Sahauran. Scientists of KVK delivered 

lectures to the school children to make them 

aware about the seriousness of the issues of 

residue burning and different ways to 

manage crop residues. During this awareness 

program, Dr. Yashwant Singh, (Programme 

Coordinator) apprised students and 

discussed in detail about the government 

scheme regarding crop residue management. 

Mohali

(Contributors: Yashwant Singh, Dr. Priyanka 

S u r y a v a n s h i ,  H a r m e e t  K a u r ,

Munish Sharma & Shashi Pal)

He also administered pledge to the students 

regarding not to burn crop residue and to 

discourage others who are burning residues. 

Similarly, Dr. Priyanka Suryavanshi, Asstt. 

Prof. (Agronomy), KVK, Mohali discussed 

the ill effects of residue burning on human 

health. She also informed students regarding 

different agricultural machineries like happy 

seeder, cutter and mulcher for managing crop 

residue.  Dr. Munish Sharma and Dr. Shashi 

Pal encouraged the students to participate 

actively in such events to create awareness 

among the society and be motivated for 

natural resource conservation. The focus of 

the program was on creating awareness about 

the hazards of straw burning at fields after 

harvesting wheat and rice.

Various competitions were organized by the 

KVKs for school children to allow them to 

express their ideas and understand about the 

menace of residue burning. Poster making 

and slogan writing contests  on theme “Not to 

Burn Crop Residue” were also organized 

where students shared their views about 

different ways to save the environment from 

pollution at various levels. The Principal of 

the school urged the students to take an oath 

to not let their families indulge in straw 

burning. Essay writing competition was 

meant to let the student synthesis their 

concept of environmental damage done by 

residue burning and possible strategies to 

control the damage. Total 800 students 
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participated in these awareness camps. 

Winners were also awarded by the KVK 

team. Extension literature regarding crop 

residue management were also distributed to 

the school children.

KVK, SAS Nagar in collaboration with Ryat 

Bahra university also conducted one-day 

workshop on “In-situ crop residue 

management” at Ryat Bahra University, 

Sahauran, Distt SAS Nagar; Shaheed Udham 

Singh College of Research and Technology, 

Tangori; Universal Group of Colleges, 

Derabassi and Chandigarh University, 

Gharua. College students were specifically 

being targeted as potential stakeholders 

under mass campaign against residue 

burning. KVK, Mohali team motivated 

students to influence their farmer parents, 

neighbors and villagers to give up the 

practice of residue burning and adopt 

different residue management technologies. 

Moreover, students were also sensitized to 

adopt and follow a climate friendly lifestyle 

for sustainable development. Dr. Yashwant 

Singh, Deputy Director, KVK, Mohali while 

inaugurating the programme guided the 

participants regarding ill effect of residue 

burning. He also shared his views regarding 

the use of straw as animal feed and its 

effectiveness in reducing the shortage of dry 

fodder condition for the animals. Dr. 

Priyanka Suryavanshi, Assistant Professor 

(Agronomy) explained the importance of 

agricultural machinery for In-situ crop 

residue management. Dr Munish Sharma, 

Assis tant  Professor  (Hort icul ture)  

emphasized the importance of crop residues 

in horticultural crops. During this workshop, 

Dr Harminder Kaur (Dean University School 

of Sciences) and Dr Amita Mahajan (HOD 

Agriculture) also shared their experiences 

with the audience. Dr Shashipal, Assistant 

Professor (Livestock Production) was also 

present on this occasion. During the 

programme, different activities like debate, 

poster making and quiz competition were 
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also organized. Around 300 students 

participated in these competitions on the 

theme of Crop Residue Management. In the 

end KVK team thanked university 

administration, faculty members and other 

supporting staff for making this programme a 

grand success. The participants were also 

awarded for their efforts during the event.

KVK, SAS Nagar conducted awareness 

camp under the supervision of Deputy 

Director, Dr Yashwant Singh at Shaheed 

Udham Singh College of Research and 

Technology, Tangori. Dr. Harmeet Kaur 

guided the participants regarding ill effect of 

residue burning. Dr. Priyanka Suryavansi 

explained the importance of agricultural 

machinery for In-situ crop residue 

managemen t .  Dr  Mun i sh  Sha rma  

emphasized the importance of crop residues 

in horticulture crops. Dr Shashi pal 

emphasized the paddy residue incorporation 

in the livestock feed and reduce the shortage 

of dry fodder condition for the animals. 

During the programme, different competitive 

activities were organized by the College 

Principal. A number of students participated 

in these competitions such as extempore, 

poster making, model preparation on the 

theme of CRM. The participants were also 

awarded for their best efforts during the 

event. A total of 4 colleges were mobilized 

with a participation of around 1150 students.

Muktsar

(Contributors: Nirmaljit Singh Dhaliwal, 

Karamjit Sharma, Balkaran Singh Sandhu & 

Chetak Bishnoi)

KVK, Muktsar selected four villages namely 

Butter Shrihn, Lohara, Jandwala and 

Mehrajwala. Various activities like essay 

writing competition, village phery (Rallies), 

were organised in Govt. schools of all four 

adopted villages of Muktsar under the CRM 

Project. The objective of the programme was 

to sensitize the rural folk against deleterious 

effect of straw burning. The school children 

were involved so that they can convince their 

parents about the demerits of crop residue 

burning. Total of 195 students participated in 

t h e s e  p r o g r a m m e s .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  

competitions, three best students of each 

school were awarded during the functions 

organised (Farmers-Scientist Interface) in 

the villages. Group meetings and group 

discussion were also held by the respective 

school teachers. This office also organised 

four village pheries (Rallies) of school 
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students along with the teachers with local 

villagers. During these rallies, door-to-door 

awareness campaign regarding not to burn 

the residue of paddy was also arranged. 

Students were having boards in hands with 

different slogans to stop residue burning and 

ill effects of residue burning. KVK team also 

distributed CRM literature among the school 

students/farmers during the rallies/function.

KVK, Muktsar, also organised a seminar 

dated 22/10/2018 at Govt. College, Muktsar 

regarding “In-situ Management of Crop 

Residue”. Different activities like essay 

competitions, painting competition and 

Debate competition were conducted 

in-

collaboration of college staff.  About 200 

students participated during this seminar. 

During this programme, honourable 

Principal (Mrs) Manju Walia was also 

present and created awareness among the 

students regarding the ill effects of residue 

for 

“Promotion of Agricultural Technologies for 

in-situ crop residue management” 

burning. In this seminar, Dr NS Dhaliwal 

(Associate Director) KVK made everyone 

aware about the resource technologies of 

PAU for residue management of paddy crop. 

He also shared his views among the 

participants that incorporating the straw into 

soil not only helps in reducing the pollution 

but improves the soil health, if practiced for 

longer period. He also briefed about the 

nutrient and monetary losses due to burning 

of straw. Dr. Balkaran Singh (Assistant 

Professor Agronomy) discussed about the 

various technologies which are available for 

in-situ crop residue management. He also 

shared about all the possible combination 

available for straw management among the 

students, like harvesting of paddy with 

combine with SMS and then sowing of wheat 

with Happy Seeder, use of reversible MB 

plough, mulcher etc. Dr. Chetak Bishnoi 

talked everyone about the benefits of paddy 

residue as mulch in vegetables and fruit 

crops. Dr Karamjit Sharma presented formal 

vote of thanks and the program ended with 

prize distribution to the students who were 

declared best three in both the events ie in 

poster making and debate competition. 

College authority assured to give full support 

in future for organization of such 

programmes.
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Pathankot

(Contributors: Amit Kaul & Bikramjit Singh )

Two programmes in schools were being 

organized first in Government Senior 

Secondary School, Gho dated 7-9-2018 and 

Akal Academy, Senior Secondary School, 

Bhryal Larhi dated 17-12-2018. In these two 

programmes, more than 250 students 

participated and a painting, slogan making 

and declamation competitions on crop 

residue management were also conducted in 

these two schools. After the competition, a 

prize distribution ceremony was also held 

and three best students in each competition 

were awarded. In these programmes students 

were also addressed by KVK Team on the 

issue of residue management in Punjab and 

also students were sensitized on environment 

related other issues. 

Two awareness programmes on crop residue 

management were also conducted in colleges 

of district Pathankot. The first programme 

was held in Tawi college of education in 

Shahpurkandi on 28-9-2018 in which 

students were sensitized on the burning issue 

of crop residue management and a poster 

making and declamation competition was 

also conducted in this college. Similarly, a 

competition on poster making, slogan 

making and declamation was conducted in 

Akhil Bhartiya College Pathankot on 25-9-

2018. In these two programmes, more than 

200 students participated in these 

competitions and three best students in each 

competition were awarded by giving prizes.  

In these programmes, students were also 

addressed by Krishi Vigyan Kendra Team on 

the issue of residue management in Punjab 

and also students were sensitize on 

environment related other issues.  
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Patiala

(Contributors :

Kaur, Gurupdesh Kaur Rajni Goel, 

Parminder Singh, Rachna Singla, Jashanjot 

Kaur, Jasreet Kaur & Gurnaz Singh Gill)

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Patiala under the 

aegis of PAU, Ludhiana had organized 

various extension activities for creating 

awareness among the students to curb the 

practice of crop residue burning. In this 

context, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Patiala had 

organized mobilization programmes for 

students of different villages (Dugal, Burar, 

Kheri Gandian, Khairpur Jattan). A total of 

around 417 students participated in these 

events.

Dr. Gurnaz Singh Gill, A.P. (Agri. 

Engineering), KVK shared various 

technological options for in-situ crop residue 

management in detail and also informed the 

participants about the benefits of adopting 

crop residue management techniques. He 

gave detailed information about the problems 

faced and their solutions, while working with 

crop residue management machinery in their 

fields. He demonstrated the working 

principles of Happy Seeder and paddy 

chopper-cum-shredder and other CRM 

machineries for the benefit of the farmers. 

Dr. Jasreet Kaur, DES (Ento) gave a call to 

the students for effective utilization of 

Jasvinder Singh, Gurpreet 

natural resources and efficient management 

of crop residue for sustainable agriculture 

and safeguarding the environment. Dr. Rajni 

Goyal A.P. (Food Science) highlighted the 

harmful effects of burning of crop residue. 

Dr. Gurupdesh Kaur A.P. (Home Science) 

further informed that competitions, slogan 

writing at common places in villages, 

demonstrations, trainings etc. were 

conducted for creating awareness regarding 

crop residue management in various schools. 

The winners of slogan and essay writing 

competition were also awarded with the 

prizes. 

Mobilisation of school students under the in-

situ crop residue management was 

successfully accomplished with the positive 

attitude of school teachers and captivating 

performances of the students of Government 

Senior Secondary Schools in the villages 

Punnawal, Chatha Nanhera, Namol and 

Government Middle School in the village 

Bigarwal. A total of 1182 students 

participated in the various activities and 

cultural programmes organised in these 

schools. Awareness seminars, competitions 

viz. essay writing, debates, elocutions, 

slogan writing and poster making were 

conducted in these schools in which school 

Sangrur

(Contributors: Mandeep Singh, Pawan 

Kumar & Satbir Singh)
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students showed their spellbound talent. The 

enthralled cultural performances given by the 

students such as plays depicting the farmer's 

dilemma with regard to stubble burning, 

alarming situation of environment pollution 

due to crop residue burning and present-past 

condition of the earth environment showed 

their seriousness and concern for this 

campaign. The poems on health concern 

recited by the junior school students showed 

an appeal for the famers to stop stubble 

burning. Winners of the various competitions 

were awarded with the prizes and trophies. 

Awareness rallies with the placards, banners 

and students wearing T-shirts and caps 

printed with slogans in local language were 

also conducted to awaken the villagers and to 

seek their support for making this campaign 

successful. The curiosity to know the various 

aspects and farm machinery related to crop 

residue management was vivid in the school 

students, as several queries were made by the 

students which were satisfactorily cleared by 

the team of the KVK scientists. The KVK 

experts also made the students' aware about 

ill effects of residue burning and various 

techniques for efficient crop residue 

management developed by Punjab 

Agricultural University, Ludhiana. They 

were motivated and guided to spread this 

message amongst their parents, relatives, 

friends and other villagers. In every school, 

literature related to crop residue management 

were also distributed. This mobilisation 

campaign conducted in all these schools was 

well covered by the print media. A total of 

1350 students participated.

Students performing Nukkad Natak
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KVK, Sangrur in collaboration with Shaheed 

Udham Singh Government College at Sunam 

mobilised the college students through an 

awareness seminar on in-situ crop residue 

management. During the seminar, Assistant 

Professor (Agricultural Engineering) gave 

one power point presentation with 

operational videos on farm machinery used 

for crop residue management which was 

grasped thoroughly by the college students. 

Dr. Mandeep Singh, Programme Coordinator 

of KVK discussed and deliberated on ill 

effects of residue burning and cited examples 

of many progressive farmers who have 

successfully adopted the crop residue 

management techniques for environmental 

sustainability. As most of the students 

belonged to farming community, they asked 

various questions pertaining to the working 

of happy seeder, remedies for the various 

problems occurred while using farm 

machinery and method to use appropriate 

technology or machinery as per the soil 

condition of their fields. A total of 160 

students participated in this seminar. Apart 

from this seminar, college students presented 

a folk song and recited poems illustrating the 

real situation of farmer's condition for 

acceptance or reluctance for crop residue 

management. Some students from farming 

background presented their serious views 

and apprehensions to accept stubble 

management whereas some students with 

optimistic outlook kept their viewpoint for 

the acceptance to stop crop residue burning. 

During elocution and debates, talented 

students raised some rigorous subject with 

reference to government policies and 

scientific findings so as to improve 

drawbacks faced by the farmers with 

innovative approach. College professors also 

showed their keen interest in the discussion 

session by asking queries and to find the 

solution with a very constructive outlook by 

having a conversation with KVK scientists. 

In the end of the seminar, brilliant students 

honoured with striking mementos as the 

token of encouragement. Crop residue 

management literature was also distributed 

so as to spread the message of the campaign 

to the masses in the periphery and vicinity of 

the college students where the number of 

students reached to 160.
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GLIMPSES OF SCHOOL AWARENESS
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